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Trainer 
 
Stephen Dillon Weston, (B.A, L.L.B., R.S.A Cert. TEFL) 
has a degree in languages from University College, London 
and a degree in law from City University, London. He is a 
qualified teacher of English as a foreign language and has 
wide teaching experience. 
 
Irene Kiebert (B.A., J.D., Cert. TESL) practiced law in 
California, USA, for 28 years, working as a research attorney on 
civil and criminal cases in the Court of Appeal; as an attorney for 
the Office of the State Public Defender; and in private practice, 
representing defendants on appeal in capital cases. She is a 
certified teacher of English as a Foreign Language.  

Course Objectives 
 
The principal objectives are: 
 to expand participants' 

knowledge of legal English 
terminology;  

 to encourage participants to 
speak and write in a clear, 
effective style; and  

 to enable participants to learn 
more about the way English is 
used – and misused – in the 
institutions of the EU. 

 
 
Event number 
024LP10 
 
Organiser  
Jaroslav Opravil (ERA) 
 
 

With the support of the Erasmus+  
programme of the European Union 



   Intensive Legal English Course 
 

Monday, 19 August 2024 

 
09:30 Introduction to legal English 
 Writing: an email to a colleague 
 
11:00 Break 
 
11:15 Company law 
 Listening: An AGM 

 
12:45 Break 

 
14:00 Legal writing 
 Exploring plain English 
 
15:30 Break 
 
15:45 Civil liability: contract law 
 Speaking and writing: negotiating a deal and writing contract clauses 

 
17:15 End of the first day 

 

 
 
Tuesday, 20 August 2024 

 
09:30 Criminal law 
 Writing: a motion to dismiss 
 
11:00 Break 
 
11:15 Civil liability: tort 
 Speaking: discussing a legal position 

 
12:45 Break 
 
14:00 Civil and criminal procedure 
 Speaking: briefing counsel 
 
15:30 Break 
 
15:45 Employment law 
 Writing: a letter of advice 

 
17:15 End of the second day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objective 

Legal terminology is the focus of this 
course, which explores a wide range of 
topics: contract, torts, employment law and 
human rights. Participants work 
collaboratively on language tasks, enabling 
them to pool resources and making the 
learning process more rewarding and 
enjoyable. 
 
This ‘combined skills’ course aims to allow 
participants to practice and improve their 
speaking and writing skills. The modern 
trend in English legal writing is to avoid the 
wordy, old-fashioned style with its 
unnecessary complexity and archaic 
language. Participants are encouraged to 
discover for themselves how to write in a 
way that is clear, accurate and easy to 
understand using the 'plain English' style 
that has become the professional standard. 
This course also aims to develop 
participants’ speaking skills in English by 
allowing them to explore and practice the 
language used, among other things, to 
express opinions, give advice and 
negotiate a deal. The emphasis is on 
communicating ideas in a clear, effective, 
modern style. 
Participants will also be encouraged to 
explore the difference between the English 
which is used in the EU institutions and the 
language used by native speakers. 
 

Who should attend? 

This course is designed for speakers of 
English at an intermediate level or above 
who have a particular interest in the 
language of the law. 
 

Your contact person 
 

Mgr. Karol Morávek 
 
odborný referent pre medzinárodné vzťahy 
Justičná akadémia Slovenskej republiky 
Suvorovova 5/C, 902 01 Pezinok 

 
E-mail: karol.moravek@justice.sk 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



   

Wednesday, 21 August 2024 

 
09:30 EU English 
 Writing and speaking: identifying common errors and false friends 
 
11:00 Break 
 
11:15 Human rights 
 Speaking: discussing a case 

 
12:45 End of the course 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For programme updates: www.era.int 
Programme may be subject to amendment. 
 

 
 
 
What participants said in the 
past: 

“Good organisation and 
interesting/enthusiastic speaker.” 
 
 “It's very useful for my job.”  
 
“Excellent approach, good practical 
examples and explanations.” 
 
“A very rich course.” 
 
“Well elaborated programme, very good 
teacher.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


